
NEWS UPDATE 23rd SEPTEMBER 2018 

CHICAGO TOY SOLDIER SHOW 2018 

JJDESIGNS TREASURE HUNT 
 
Many thanks to all the dealers and collectors who participated in this years Treasure Hunt. 
Previewed were several new items, which will mainly be released throughout 2018. 
 

 

 
Roman-designed pontoon bridges, constructed mostly during wartime for the shock and awe of quick 
raids, and were a specialty of Julius Caesar's.  
In 55 B.C., he built a pontoon bridge that was around 437 yards (400 meters) long to cross the Rhine 
river, which was traditionally thought by the Germanic tribes to be safely out of reach of Roman power. 
 
Roman leader Caligula is well-known for his brief stint as the emperor of Rome, from 37 AD through 41 
AD. Some say that Caligula displayed signs of madness during his reign. According to historical 
accounts, one of these displays of madness was Caligula’s demand for the construction of a floating 
bridge across the Bay of Baiae so that he could ride triumphantly across it. Some historians dispute the 
building of this bridge. With differing accounts of exactly what happened during Caligula’s reign as 
emperor, we may never know whether the floating bridge of Baiae was actually constructed, but it 
remains a lasting story of power, madness, and what happens when the two intertwine. 
 



 
 
Please note that of course, additional sections can be purchased to make the Pontoon bridge longer. 
 
Availability should be early 2019. 

 

 
This will be suitable for the American Revolution through to the American Civil War. 
The model is based on a reproduction of Nielson’s Farmhouse, at the Saratoga battlefield National Park 
It was significant because both Benedict Arnold and Enoc Poor, encamped here before moving their 
forces out to meet the British and their German allies at the Battle of Saratoga. 
 
The model has a lift off roof, with basic interior detail, and a front door which can be opened or closed.. 

 

      

     

 



This building can also be used to represent Freeman’s Farmhouse, for those wishing to create a display 

of the first part of the Battle of Saratoga. 

Availability should be early 2019 

 

 

 

 

WWII U.S. Navy aircraft carriers, from the large fleet carriers down to escort carriers,  
had many of these little tractors to increase the efficiency of flight deck operations.  
Powered by a 45hp engine, it was capable of pulling approximately 1.8 tons.  

The US Navy started to use Clark tractors on its aircraft carriers since mid 1942.  
The Clarktor 6 -model tractors, were already in service on USAAF airfields at the time, and helped to tow 
and position aircraft on the carriers' busy flight decks and saw success in this role.  
These particular vehicles were in use on Lexington, Essex and Midway class carriers. Replaced by newer 
flight deck tractors in mid 1950s, Clarktors continued to serve ashore on some Naval Air Stations until the 
late 1960s. 

 

The Moto Tug as well as many new items for the Aircraft Carrier series will be available throughout 

2019. 

 

 
WHISKEY, SCALPS AND BEAVER PELTS, will be a new series which will be developed throughout 
2019. 
 
A mountain man was an explorer who lived in the wilderness. They were instrumental in opening up the 
various Emigrant Trails (widened into wagon roads) allowing Americans in the east to settle the new 
territories of the far west by organized wagon trains traveling over roads explored and in many cases, 
physically improved by the mountain men and the big fur companies originally to serve the mule 
train based inland fur trade. 
Mountain men were most common in the North American Rocky Mountains from about 1810 through to 
the 1880s (with a peak population in the early 1840s). Approximately 3,000 mountain men ranged the 
mountains between 1820 and 1840, the peak beaver-harvesting period. While there were many free 
trappers, most mountain men were employed by major fur companies. The life of a company man was 
almost militarized. The men had mess groups, hunted and trapped in brigades and always reported to the 
head of the trapping party. This man was called a "boosway", a bastardization of 
the French term bourgeois. He was the leader of the brigade and the head trader. 

 



 

 

 
In Eastern Woodlands society, there were clear-cut family roles for both the men and women. 
Men were responsible for all the hunting and fishing, and sometimes traveled great distances to catch 
food. 
Women generally stayed near the home to look after the children. They tended to any crops, and 
collected food, nuts, berries and edible plants. Women prepared the animal skins and made and repaired 
all the clothing. 
 

 

Availability should be end of 2018. 

 

THE PUNIC WARS 
 
The Punic Wars were a series of three wars fought between Rome and Carthage from 264 BC to 146 
BC. 
At the time, they were some of the largest wars that had ever taken place. 
The term Punic comes from the Latin word Punicus (or Poenicus), meaning "Carthaginian", with reference 
to the Carthaginians' Phoenician ancestry. 
 



 
Mid Republican Roman Triarii, Principes, Hastati and Velites. 
 
 
The main cause of the Punic Wars was the conflicts of interest between the existing Carthaginian Empire 
and the expanding Roman Republic. The Romans were initially interested in expansion via Sicily (which 
at that time was a cultural melting pot), part of which lay under Carthaginian control. At the start of 
the First Punic War (264-241 BC), Carthage was the dominant power of the Western Mediterranean, with 
an extensive maritime empire. Rome was a rapidly ascending power in Italy, but it lacked the naval power 
of Carthage.  
 

 
Republican Roman Cavalry 
 
The Second Punic War (218-201 BC) witnessed Hannibal's crossing of the Alps in 218 BC, followed by a 
prolonged but ultimately failed campaign of Carthage's Hannibal in mainland Italy. By the end of the Third 
Punic War (149-146 BC), after more than a hundred years and the loss of many hundreds of thousands 
of soldiers from both sides, Rome had conquered Carthage's empire, completely destroyed the city, and 
became the most powerful state of the Western Mediterranean. 
With the end of the Macedonian Wars – which ran concurrently with the Punic Wars – and the defeat of 
the Seleucid King Antiochus III the Great in the Roman–Seleucid War (Treaty of Apamea, 188 BC) in the 
eastern sea, Rome emerged as the dominant Mediterranean power and one of the most powerful cities 
in classical antiquity. The Roman victories over Carthage in these wars gave Rome a preeminent status it 
would retain until the 5th century AD. 
 



 
Gaul Cavalry 
 
 
The Punic Wars are most remembered for the Carthaginian Hannibal's crossing of the Alps. His army 
invaded Italy from the north and resoundingly defeated the Roman army in several battles, but never 
achieved the ultimate goal of causing a political break between Rome and its allies. 
While fighting Hannibal in Italy, his brother Hasdrubal in Hispania, and Sicily, Rome simultaneously fought 
against Macedon in the First Macedonian War. 
Eventually, the war was taken to Africa, where Carthage was defeated at the Battle of Zama (201 BC) 
by Scipio Africanus. 
 

 
Carthaginian Marines and Infantry. 
 
The Punic Wars, is one of the most varied and colourful ancient periods. It would also not be possible to 
represent this period without presenting the naval war aspect of the conflict. 
 



 
Carthaginian and Roman Warships 
 
The Carthaginians were famed in antiquity for their seafaring skills and innovation in ship design. 
The empire their navy protected stretched from Sicilyto the Atlantic coast of Africa. Able to match the 
tyrants of Sicily and the Hellenistic kingdoms Carthage’s dominance of the seas would be challenged and 
ultimately replaced by the Romans, who were able to create a navy that became just as successful as 
their land army.    
 

 
Carthaginian Warship 
 
Carthage took over the old Phoenician colonies in the Mediterranean and created many new ones so that 
its empire included North Africa, the Iberian peninsula, Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, and many other islands. 
To maintain trade contacts between these cities and to police their interests the Carthaginians used a 
naval fleet which became the envy of the ancient world. Such was its strength that Rome, although 
successful in land battles, was forced to build its first ever fleet in order to defeat Carthage and claim the 



western Mediterranean for its own. For three centuries prior to the Punic Wars, though, the Carthaginian 
fleet ruled the waves. 
 

 
 
 
The main aim in a naval battle was to ram and hole an enemy vessel or break its bank of oars. Sails were 
not used in battle conditions, but oar-power could give a ship a speed of 7-8 knots. Crews had to be well-
trained to not only manoeuvre a ship as best as possible but also know when not to drive too far into an 
enemy ship and so become stuck when the ram impaled it. The second stage was to assault the enemy 
with missiles and, if necessary, board using grappling hooks and fight hand-to-hand. Polybius describes 
the skills and tactics of the Carthaginian navy in battle thus, 
They much surpassed the Romans in speed, owing to the superior build of their ships and the better 
training of the rowers, as they had freely developed their line [formation] in the open sea. For if any ships 
found themselves hard pressed by the enemy it was easy for them, owing to their speed, to retreat safely 
to open water and from thence, fetching round on the ships that pursued…them, they either got in their 
rear or attacked them in the flank. As the enemy then had to turn round they found themselves in difficulty 
owing to the weight of the hulls and the poor oarsmanship of the crews, [so the Carthaginians] rammed 
them repeatedly and sunk many. (quoted in Salimbeti, 49) 
 
 



 
Roman Warship with Corvus 
 
 Rome quickly realised that to defeat Carthage they would have to do what they had never done before - 
build their own naval fleet. Accordingly, in the spring of 260 BCE, Rome constructed a fleet of 20 triremes 
and 100 quinquereme warships in only 60 days. Copying the design of a captured Carthaginian ship, the 
Romans then added a whole new feature: the corvus (raven). This was a rotating 11-metre long platform 
with a giant holding spike (like a beak, hence the bird name) which could be lowered onto an enemy 
vessel to allow a heavy infantry unit (perhaps 80-120 men) to board them. The idea would negate the 
superior seamanship of the Carthaginians and make naval combat more like a land battle. This 
masterstroke of inventiveness was an immediate success when their fleet of 145 ships defeated the 
Carthaginian fleet of 130 ships at the battle of Mylae (Milazzo) in 260 BCE. The Carthaginians, so 
dismissive of their opponent’s seafaring skills, had not even bothered to form battle lines. When the 
Carthaginian flagship was captured, the commander was forced to flee in a rowing boat. The Roman 
commander Duilius was honoured with a Roman triumph, the first in Rome’s history to be awarded for a 
naval victory. 
 

 
Mid Republican Roman Archers 
 
 
Carthaginian and Roman Marines, will also be available as normal foot troops with textured bases. 



 
Please note that these ships are designed to represent the naval battles of the Punic wars, to create a 
practical display with figures, and are not accurate scale models of the ships of the period. 
 
These model ships will be available in early 2019, and will be pre-order items only. 
 

 

 

 

8 new lower class warriors were presented by Sierra Toy Soldier at this years show. Young or novice 
warriors usually wore  cotton quilted “tlahuiztli” body armour, and carried a simple “maquahuitl”. 
The Aztec battle line was made up of soldiers of different ranks, which was deliberate as it allowed newer 
recruits to team up with more experienced veterans, which enabled the younger fighters to hone their 
skills in actual combat 
The bow was used to lay down a barrage of deadly fire prior to an attack.  
The “Maquahuiti” was a kind of sword which was designed to maim an enemy, and was mainly used by 
front rank warriors, with the longer “tepoztopilli” or long spear being trust and stabbed from warriors in the 
rear. 
 
These will be available in the coming few months. 

 
 
The Tlaxcalans, or Talaxcaltecs, are an indigenous group of Nahua ethnicity who inhabited the republic 
of Tlaxcala and present-day Mexican state of Tlaxcala. 
Despite early attempts by the Mexica, the Tlaxcalteca were never conquered by the Aztec Triple Alliance. 
The Aztecs allowed them to maintain their independence so that they could participate in the xochiyaoyatl 
(flower wars) with them to facilitate human sacrifice 
The Tlaxcaltecs served as allies to Hernán Cortés and his fellow Spanish conquistadors, and were 
instrumental in the invasion of Tenochtitlan, capital of the Aztec empire, helping the Spanish reach the 
Valley of Anahuac and providing a key contingent of the invasion force 
 



 

A flower war or flowery war (Nahuatl languages: xōchiyāōyōtl, Spanish: guerra florida) was a ritual 
war fought intermittently between the Aztec Triple Alliance and its enemies from the "mid-1450s to 
the arrival of the Spaniards in 1519. 
 
The Aztecs practiced human sacrifice. Most of the people sacrificed were not residents of the Aztec’s 
major cities, rather they were captured in wars, both wars of conquest and “wars of the flowers”. The 
Aztec term for wars for captives was Xochiyayoyotl. 
The Xochiyayoyotl came about after a long famine, from 1450 to 1454. Crops failed all over the Valley of 
Mexico due to bad weather. To the Aztecs, it showed the gods were displeased; they needed more blood 
and human hearts. Montezuma I reigned during the great famine. His brother Tlacaelel was Montezuma’s 
Snake Woman or first adviser, a general in the Aztec army and of the highest warrior order, the Shorn 
Ones. 
When bad weather continued the famine, Tlacaelel suggested a ritual or ceremonial war to provide 
captives for sacrifice for the Aztecs and their enemies. The nearby Tlaxcala were the Triple Alliance’s 
main enemy. They had also experienced the famine. Through human sacrifice, the gods would be 
assuaged for both sides. 
Though there were undoubtedly more reasons for Flower wars, such as further terrorizing the surrounding 
areas, they began during the great famine. Tenochtitlan reached an agreement with its enemies the 
Tlaxcala, Cholula and Huejotzingo, to war for captives. Their warriors would be told not to kill enemy 
warriors, but to capture them. Once each side had enough captives, the battle would end. The captured 
warriors would then be taken for sacrifice by both sides in the battle. 
 
Thus, from time to time, Aztecs would arrange a Flower war when the need for human captives arose. In 
essence, these were ceremonial in nature, with all the details arranged beforehand by the leaders 
involved. Nevertheless, they were still a matter of life and death for the warriors; to be captured meant 
being sacrificed. While a sacrifice was considered an honorable death, no doubt most warriors would 
prefer to avoid it. 
Whether a Flower war was arranged simply to satisfy religious demands for sacrificial victims, to train 
young warriors and to ensure social advancement for warriors or if it had underlying purposes of wearing 
down the enemy and terrorizing neighboring lands is still debated by scholars. 
Some scholars maintain that the Flower wars were more like tournaments, with no more political purpose 
than to satisfy warriors in vying for advancement and provide ritual bloodletting and sacrifices. Other 
scholars see darker political aspects to these ritual wars: to demonstrate Aztec might, to wear down the 
enemy through attrition and to allow Aztec leaders to subjugate their own people through fear of losing 
loved ones. 
The Aztecs had never managed to conquer the Tlaxcala. While the Tlaxcala were also Aztecs, they 
refused to pay tribute to the Triple Alliance. Montezuma might have thought that through the Flower wars, 
the Triple Alliance would be able to wear down the Tlaxcala and capture more of their warriors than they 
could afford to lose. If so, the Tlaxcala delivered the final blow: they allied with the Spanish in conquering 
and defeating the Aztec Empire. 
 
Tlaxcalan figures will be available in 2019. 


